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I met the mythical Miguel Algarín through his 

nephew John Howard, who was my student at 

Lehman College. I had just arrived in New York 

City and although my grandmother and great-

grandmother lived through the first years of the 

Puerto Rican diaspora, I knew very little about the 

City and its people. John not only introduced me 

to his uncle, but also to the Nuyorican Poetry 

Movement and the iconic Nuyorican Poets Cafe. 

Thanks to Algarín’s nephew I went years later to 

the scattering through the Lower East Side, of 

Miguel Piñero’s ashes.   

  

I saw Algarín often. Whenever we met, he was 

surrounded by young poets, and always had a 

wide smile. It was evident he was loved by all.   

  

The last time we met it was some years ago on Mother's Day. We were at Tompkins Square and 

again, he was accompanied by a group of friends. I asked him how to get to Casa Adela and his 

instructions were as thorough and perfect as the pernil I had for lunch that day. I am sure he 

could go there blindfolded. 

  

Now he’s probably eating Doña Adela’s wonderful food. He is smiling and is very happy. But 

we miss him very much. 
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