
Eve Packer 

 

if you ask me what i flash on first when i 

hear the name Miguel Algarín – the 

voice, that amazing deep, double-

barreled voice, and then oh how he could 

sing. he was an amazing revelatory 

performer – 

 

watching him at nuyorican, night after 

night, making introductions, performing 

himself, hanging at the bar, of course, 

propelling us all on – 

 

i also remember, tho not clearly enough, a solo reading/performance he gave at joe's pub  

 

– he talked about his life – how he had turned things around as a kid, by owning exactly 

what others made fun of him for, owning it and turning it around loud and clear. He also 

talked in detail about how joe papp had shaped and urged him on as a writer and 

performer. and then there was watching miguel perform: his own words, his songs – the 

exuberance, complexity, precision, and joy 

 

and sending that performance into the audience – we can't do what he did, but he urged 

us to do what only we can do – 

 

it was a great night – 

 

and then, how he personally helped me – he was on the nyfa committee that awarded me 

a nyfa in poetry/1993. forever grateful.  

 

the last occasion I saw miguel, on new years day evening, sitting at lower east side spot 

with nancy mercado, some others. doing what we all like to do, hanging out, laughing.  

just his presence – knowing he is there – 

 

anyway, thanks miguel, you are irrepressible, irreplaceable, and missed. 

_________________________________________ 
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